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Executive Summary  

 
On Friday, June 5, 2009, twenty-three members of the International Maglev Board  visited the 

full-scale Transrapid testing facility in Lathen, Germany to discuss recent events in the maglev 

field and to ride on the TR09 production vehicle.  
 

The IMB group was hosted by Prof. Dr. Ralf Effenberger, managing director of IABG, the 
independent testing group that operates the test facility .  As planned, there were no on-site 

attendees from Siemens, ThyssenKrupp or Transrapid International. 
 

During the six-hour visit, the IMB members took at least two trips around the track, hitting top 

speeds of 350 km/h, or 218 mph, along the straightaway s ection, and also observed -- from 
designated viewing areas roughly 25 meters, or 82.5 feet away from the moving vehicles -- noise 

and vibration levels during vehicle operations at different pass-by speeds of 200 km/h, or 124 
mph, and 300 km/h, or 186 mph.  

 

Afterward, Dr. Effenberger briefed the group on the status of the TVE and its future plans, and 
the visit concluded with a walking tour of the maintenance hall and the exterior grounds.   

 
Some high-quality pictures f rom the trip can be found at three  Internet sites:  

  
¶ ñMaglev Transrapid in Germany, 2009ò at http://magnetbahnforum.de/index.php?in-

Germany (IMB website)  

¶ "Picture sheet of the visit of the TVE, Lathen" at  http://www.lemtry.de/TVE.html  shows 

11 pages, each page having 10 photos or so.  

¶ ñTransrapid Test Track, 2009. 06. 05.ò at http://www.tricon.hu/~don/transrapid  is a 

single-sheet of approximately 90 additional photos.  
 

Discussion  

 
On Friday, June 5, 2009, twenty-three professional staff and forum moderators of the 

International Maglev Board ï a news and technical discussion site that is found at 
http://maglevboard.net  ï visited the full -scale testing facility known as Transrapid 

Versuchsanlage Emsland, or TVE, in Lathen, Germany.  Most of the group arrived by bus from 

Dusseldorf. 
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The purposes of the visit were to discuss recent events in the maglev field, to ride on the TR09 
production vehicle, and to observe its noise and vibration levels from inside and outside the 

vehicle.  The TR09, intended for the Munich airport connector project that was cancelled a year 

ago, has been undergoing limited operations testing at the TVE, with no public access allowed, 
but just recently was certified safe for ñprofessional visitorsò to ride.   

 
The IMB group was the second delegation to visit the facility in the past 10 days, after a group 

from Switzerland.  More visits are planned in the coming months. 

 
Dr. Ralf Effenberger, Managing Director of Industrieanlagen-Betriebsgesellschaft mbH, or IABG, 

which has been the independent testing group  responsible for operating the test site since 1982, 
originally invited and then hosted the IMB group  upon their arrival , as shown below. 

 

 
 

 

 


