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Mãglev Proposal Awaits Senate Decision
By l-luMRERn: S:xMcur.~z mustcompetefor funding againstother final study nextspring.

- - - - - — - — — policy prionties,including highwaycon- A team in Georgiahasplans to build
Sponsorsof proposalsto build bond— struction andaffordablehousing. 32 miles of a 110—mile project linking

financedhigh—speedmagneticlevitation 01 the$90million in maglev funding Atlanta’s Hartsfield InternationalAir—
train projects in Maryland andGeor— includedin SAFETEA—LU. $15 million port to AtI~niaandChattanooga,Temi. A
gin arehoping theSenatewill approve wasearmarkedto build the first phase 1999 estimateput thecostof the32-mile
legislationlaterthis monththat includes of a tiiaglev train project betweenLas link l,etweentheairport andKeunasaw.
a provision that would changecurrent VegasandAnaheim, Calif. The first Ga..at about$1.9billion.
transportationfunding law so that $~0 phaseof the system,estimatedto cost Projectsponsorsintend to explore(lie
million for maglevgrantsis automati- roughly$1.3billion, would run 35 miles useof revenuebondsto financethepro-
cally provided over two years. ruttier betweenLas Vegas-toPrimm, Ncv., on ject. but no decisionshavebeenmade
thanhaving to he approprIatedby Con— theCalifornia boarder. on fundingthe plan.accordingto L Joe
gresseachyear. Financingfor theproject, whichcould Ferguson.who is chairmanof thecoali -

The legislationwas approvedby the include tax—exemptbonds,hasn’tbeeti Lion. HealsuheadstheEnterprise(~en_
Houselate last month, andoncethe SeLl- determined, said Bruce Aguilera~ ter, an economicdevelopmentorganiza-
atepassesthe bill, it tion based in
can he sent tO I’resi— Chattanooga.
dent Bush ro he Thethird project
signed into law, . . would he a $3.7
meinbersultheU.S. he legislation was approved by the House late last . ljlliwi. 54-mile
Maglcv Coalition’ month, and once the Senate passes the bill, it can be magiev to serve
said at a meeting . . . the Pittsburghmet—
hereyestertlav. sent to President Bush for his signature. ropolitan~area.

The coalition. About l3~.of the
which was formed cost Will becoy—
earlier this year. is crud by revenue
madeup of public and priv:Lte entities chairmanof he California-NevadaSu— bonds,according to theproject’s draft
thatsupport theMarylandandGeorgia pL’r SpeedTrain (‘ominission. from his eiivironnientatstudy.The I’ittsburgh pro-
projects.The grouphasbeenvigorous— office in Las Vegas.The commission. ject ‘S sponsorsarenot part of the ma—
I y lobbying Congress to pass the which is not a memberuI thecoalition. glev coalition.
measure. promotestheproI~’ct. Oncethelegislationcorrectingthesta—

The $90 mil lion grant was purl of The remaining $45 million would go lus of the $90 mnil I ion grant becomes
broadertransportationlegislation — the toward a project built eastuI the Mis— law, themacks’ coalitionintendsto seek
Safe.Accountable,Flexible. Fflicicnt sissippi River. There arc threepr~jects a $954.) million grant that wasprtnnised.
IramisportationFquity Act: A Legacy for competingfor that funding including the but neverappropriated,under trails—
Users,or SAFE’IEA -1.1! —. that will Maryland and( korgia projects. portationfunding Legislation that expired
provide $2S~.4billion br roadbuild— The Marylandprojectcalls lor build- in 2003. Under thelaw, thecramwasto
ing, transitconstruction,andsafety pro— ing a$49 billion. 39—mile, magles’ train be awardedto oneproject that would be
gramsthrough fiscal 2009. Transporta betweenBaltimore and Washington. the nation’s maglev demonstration
tion lawmakershadintendedthat the ftC. A draft funding plan for the pro— project.
grant be providedautomatically. hut a posalincludes$28~billion in tax-ex- In 2001 theMarSilandandl’ennsylva-
mistakein the drafting of SAFhTEA— empt revenuebondsand$1.5 billion iv nia projects sscrcshort—listedfur the
I .l.)’s magbevprovision resulted iii the federal andother grants. Project spun- grant,but theBush White Liouse lost in—
reqtiiremenrthatthe$90 million he pm-u— sorscunmpk’tcda draft environmental terest in the program, which hadbeen
vided throughtheannualcongressional impact study for the in~iglcvplait in 1k— establishedby the administration of
appropriationsprocess.in which maglev tuber 20t)3 and hope to L-omnplctcthe PresidentBill Clinton.


